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(post-)Travel Medicine Trick-or-Treat ?



Arrival in Addis-abeba (Ethiopia)

 No chemo-prophylaxy
 Stay all month in Addis
 Few mosquito bites

Back to Geneva

GVA-1 : male, 28 y.o. of Eritrean origin, in Switzerland since 2014, history of several malaria (last one in 2018)

04.09.2024

↔

01.10.2024



Arrival in Addis-abeba (Ethiopia)

 No chemo-prophylaxy
 Stay all month in Addis
 Few mosquito bites

Back to Geneva

GVA-1 : male, 28 y.o. of Eritrean origin, in Switzerland since 2014, history of several malaria (last one in 2018)

04.09.2024

↔

01.10.2024

08.10.2024

 Fever + fatigue
 Myalgia + headaches
 Nausea + vomiting
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GVA-1 : male, 28 y.o. of Eritrean origin, in Switzerland since 2014, history of several malaria (last one in 2018)

04.09.2024

↔

01.10.2024

08.10.2024

HUG – Emergency ward

Hb: 147; Lc: 7.8 G/L, Platelets: 92
CRP 116

RDT: negative/positive
Thin smear: Plasmodium spp. > 2 %

(thick/thin smear to be reviewed by 
parasitological lab)

artesunate iv: 1 dose
Then monitored for the night → re-evaluation

 Fever + fatigue
 Myalgia + headaches
 Nausea + vomiting
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Quizz

• How do you interpret this result (RDT: Pf: negative; P.spp: positive; Thin smear: P. spp. > 2 %) ?

a) mixed infection with several Plasmodium spp.
b) P. falciparum malaria
c) P. non-falciparum malaria
d) Babesiosis
e) COVID-19

GVA-1 : male, 28 y.o. of Eritrean origin, in Switzerland since 2014, history of several malaria (last one in 2018)
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CRP 151

RDT: HRP2/3 : negative
pLDH : positive

Thick/thin smear: P.falciparum 0.18% (2.8%)
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then daily f_up until negative thick/thin smear
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GVA-2 : male, 39 y.o. french, in usual good health



17.08.2023

↔
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Arrival in Ivory Coast

 No chemoprophylaxy
 Multiples mosquito bites

Back to France

GVA-2 : male, 39 y.o. french, in usual good health
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↔

28.08.2023

 Changerr photo

30.08.2023

 Odynophagia
 Mild fatigue
 Hot-cold sensation

 Rides bicycle ~50km

GVA-2 : male, 39 y.o. french, in usual good health

Arrival in Ivory Coast
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GVA-2 : male, 39 y.o. french, in usual good health



Quizz

• What diagnosis do you suggest?

a) influenza-like illness (possibly COVID-19)
b) strep throat
c) P. falciparum malaria
d) P. non-falciparum malaria
e) Dengue fever

GVA-2 : male, 39 y.o. french, in usual good health
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PCR ajoutée : en cours

GVA-2 : male, 39 y.o. french, in usual good health



Quizz

• It's Friday late afternoon, what are you doing? Choose the best possible proposal

a) Continue symptomatic treatment (because false-positive RDT)
b) Start Riamet® treatment
c) Add a PCR to be sent to Basel and reserve treatment with Riamet®
d) Obtain final report from first laboratory +/- slides of thin smear
e) Add serologies for mononucleosis syndromes (EBV, CMV, HIV, 

toxoplasmosis, etc.)
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 fever
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